
                                      

                                                          

 

Submission to Select Committee into Local Government, Legislative Council 

Chairman:                     Hon. Simon O'Brien MLC 

Deputy Chairman:      Hon Laurie Graham MLC 

Members:                    Hon Diane Evers MLC 

                                        Hon Martin Aldridge MLC 

                                        Hon Charles Smith MLC 

Dear Committee Members, 

As co chair of the Pesticide Action Group of Western Australia and Save Our Trees I have had 

the privilege of working with a wide network of citizens who share a common interest in 

protection of the natural environment and public health.  Dissatisfaction with the way Local 

Governments have often failed to represent the interests of electors, ratepayers and 

residents in the protection of these values is evidenced by the strong level of community 

activism and petitioning to local and state authorities including the Departments of Local 

Government, Health and Environment. 

 Responses to the Terms of Reference have been considered in light of anecdotal evidence, 

lived experience as well as the Intent of the Local Government Act 1995 and particularly, 

the Role of Councillors in meeting the needs of their electors, ratepayers and residents:    

Local Government Act 1995 

(2) This Act is intended to result in — 

 (a) better decision-making by local governments; and  

 (b) greater community participation in the decisions and affairs of local governments; and 

(c) more efficient and effective local government.  

(d)  greater accountability of local governments to their communities; and  

(3) In carrying out its functions a local government is to use its best endeavours to meet the 

needs of current and future generations through an integration of environmental protection, 

social advancement and economic prosperity. 



                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                            

Section 2.10, Role of Councillors 

 

The Act clearly defines the role of councillors: 

A councillor — 

(a) represents the interests of electors, ratepayers and residents of the district; 

(b) provides leadership and guidance to the community in the district; 

(c) facilitates communication between the community and the council; 

(d) participates in the local government’s decision-making processes at council and 

committee meetings; 

Responses to the Terms of Reference  

(a) whether the Local Government Act 1995 and related legislation is generally suitable in 

scope, construction and application; 

Although the Role of Councillors is clearly defined and noble, the reality is that councillors 

have been silenced either by CEOs, managers, senior officers or individual councillors who 

are often resistant to change and dismissive of community concerns.   

On matters relating to developments, protection of green assets (street trees, parks, 

reserves) and protection of community health and well-being (from exposure to agricultural 

chemicals that are routinely applied on public land) there is a strong perception that 

Councillors fail in their role to represent the interests of electors, ratepayers and residents 

and consequently do not satisfy the  Intent of the Act that there should be greater 

community participation in the decisions and affairs of local governments.  

(c)   the role of the department of state administering the Local Government Act 1995 and 

related legislation; 

In light of correspondence received from successive Local Government Ministers claiming 

that as Local Governments have virtual autonomy they are powerless to direct Local 

Governments on policy matters, we question the purpose of the Local Government 

portfolio, particularly in regard to the highly contentious systemic and widespread polluting 

operational practice of spraying agricultural poisons on public land in non agricultural areas.    
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 (d)   the role of elected members and chief executive officers/employees and whether 

these are clearly defined, delineated, understood and accepted; 

Some Councillors have reported that they must not respond directly to residents and appear 

fearful of transgressing those with higher authority or greater influence in determining local 

government operational practices, policies and developments in the absence of proper 

community consultation.    

This has resulted in the failure of Councillors to exercise due diligence, to ensure proper, 

transparent and accountable community consultation.  Contrary to the Intent of the Act this 

failure in the Role of Councillors to engage with their community has not led to better 

decision-making. 

Typically, emails to councillors are either ignored or simply forwarded to the relevant 

department about whom the complaint is made.  A great source of frustration is that 

responses often fail to properly address the issues raised by concerned residents.  There 

have been numerous examples in email correspondence and council minutes of flippant, 

unscientific and unaccountable responses.  

In regard to the highly contentious issue of spraying agricultural poisons on public land 

some councillors have apparently been advised that they lack the expertise to provide 

comment. This silencing of councillors is unacceptable and contrary to the Act.  

Although council minutes fail to record public statements, many residents and ratepayers 

have attended council meetings to raise concerns about pesticide operational practices. 

Agenda items, Question Time, and reporting in local newspapers are evidence of community 

efforts to engage with councils and administrations on matters of developments, pesticide 

operational practices and the management of public trees and green spaces. 

“Tree replacement” policies have over many years fast-tracked the removal of thousands of 

healthy urban trees that should have been protected and better managed as integral to the 

local amenity, providing a sense of place and health benefits. There have been countless 

cases of emotional distress felt by residents witnessing the loss of street trees and parks. 

One resident of Hamilton Hill reported that his local park where he had recovered from 

depression was no longer a “park” and was developed without his knowledge and 

apparently without proper community consultation.  
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 Increasingly it appears that the role of councils, councillors and administrative staff as well 

as the role of the Local Government portfolio is not well understood due to the lack of 

accountability to local communities and the obfuscation of responsibility in the decision-

making process 

Our networks have gathered documentary evidence over many years and have made 

numerous submissions on related matters. We would be pleased to provide evidence to the 

Committee of the claims made in this submission. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Alex Jones 

Co chair 

Pesticide Action Group of Western Australia 

www.pesticideactiongroupwa.com 

Save Our Trees 

www.saveourtrees.net 

13/09/2019  
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